A SPIRITUAL HOUSE

Readings: Isaiah 28:16-29; Psalm 118
Heidelberg Catechism LD 21 Q 54
Text: 1 Peter 2:4-8 (read 1:22-2:12)
Theme: God is building his holy people on the foundation of Jesus Christ as a spiritual house to declare his praise. 
Purpose: To help us understand our unique identity as God’s people and our purpose of declaring his praise.


The Bible describes the church with a number of pictures or analogies. She is described as the body of Christ, as the bride of Christ, as the city of God, as a vine, a people, a flock and a household. The church is also described as a building; this is how Peter pictures it here. We are living stones being built into a spiritual house on the foundation of the Lord Jesus.

In this sermon we will see that we are, firstly, a spiritual house who are, secondly, built on a secure cornerstone.

1. First of all, we are A SPIRITUAL HOUSE

a. The apostle Peter wrote this letter. When Jesus first met him he said; “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas.” (John 1:42) Cephas is the Aramaic for Peter and both words mean rock. Later on, after he had come to know more about Jesus, Peter made the great confession that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. In response Jesus said; “I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.” (Matt 16:18) That means that Jesus would build his church on the truth that Peter confessed about Jesus as the Christ, and that Jesus would use Peter in the building of the early church. Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus that she was “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone.” (Eph 2:20) 

b. Peter, who was “the Rock”, described those who belong to Jesus as living stones who are being built into the church.

We should not think of ourselves as lifeless pieces of rock or cold stones. Many medieval churches in Europe have tombs laid in the floor of the building where kings and queens and nobles have been buried. On the lid of their coffin there will often be a statue of them carved in stone. This is not the picture Peter has in mind when he mentions stones.

Rather he is describing living people, believers, Christians, who have been made alive by the Lord Jesus through the powerful and irresistible work of the Holy Spirit. We are living stones. “…your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have received from God.” (1 Cor 6:19) 

c. As living stones we are being built into a spiritual house. (v 5) 

The verb “being built” is a passive, which means that this is something being done to us. The Lord Jesus is building us into his church. He is doing this, says the catechism, “through his Spirit and Word.” Jesus is the Master Builder and he is putting each stone into place by means of his Word in the Bible and through the Holy Spirit. 

The verb “being built” is also in the present tense, which means that this is an ongoing process. 
If you go past a construction site you will see a lot of mess. Bricks are being laid, electrical cabling and water pipes are going in, carpenters are installing doors and windows. Nothing is finished.
So too in the church. The church is under construction; it is in process. That means that it is not finished and it is not perfect. 
It is not perfect because we are all imperfect people; we are all sinners struggling with our own shortcomings and failures.
And the building of the church won’t be finished until the Lord Jesus comes again. That is true of our congregation, and of every local church, and of the universal church of Jesus. 

d. But we are being built into a spiritual house.

In the Old Testament the people of God worshipped the Lord in the temple, which symbolised the presence of God; that was where God met with them and they met with him. 

That temple does not exist any more, and we don’t need it either, because the church is the temple of God; not this building, but us, the people. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth; “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you.” (1 Cor 3:16) That described the church in Corinth and our church; we are God’s temple, a spiritual house, built and indwelt by the Spirit of God. 

e. This is true of all of us because we are a holy priesthood.

In the Old Testament only the priests could offer sacrifices and go into the holy place. When the people wanted to approach God they had to go through the priest. 

But in the New Testament we are all priests of God. The entire Christian community enters the priesthood, not just a select few. We can all approach the throne of God through our great high priest, Jesus Christ. We can all draw near to God in worship, as we are doing today. 

f. And we are “offering spiritual sacrifices”.

In the Old Testament believers offered sacrifices of animals and birds, flour and oil.

In the New Testament we don’t need to do that any more because Jesus had offered himself. Instead we offer our bodies as living sacrifices of thanks to God in obedient service Rom 12:1-2). We “continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess his name.” (Heb 13:15) We offer our tithes and offerings; “They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.” (Phil 4:19) Spiritual sacrifices are anything that we do in the service of God. 

They are “acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (v 5b) It is not our hard work or pure motives or generous giving that make them acceptable but rather the work of the Lord Jesus as our Mediator. 

We are living stones being built into a spiritual house.

2. Secondly, we are being built ON A SECURE CORNERSTONE who is the Lord Jesus. 

a. Peter describes him (v4) as the living Stone.
The Old Testament temple was a collection of lifeless stones, but Jesus is the living Stone. He died and was raised from the dead. He has life and he can give life. He is the living water, the living bread, the living way and the living stone. (John 4:10f; 6:51; Heb 10:20)

b. He is “a chosen and precious cornerstone”. Peter quoted this in verse 6 from Isaiah 28:16. 

This stone would be laid “in Zion”, that is, in Jerusalem. That Old Testament temple was destroyed in 70 AD; it had already been replaced by Jesus himself who represents the presence of God with his people. He is the cornerstone of the church. 

A cornerstone was a very large stone, carefully shaped and placed in one corner of the foundation. It needed to be laid square and true because it gave the level of the floor and the angle of the walls. The whole building was lined up on this stone. 

That is true of the Lord Jesus. The church is built on him. “No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor 3:11) We sing about this in that great hymn; “The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.” The entire church must be lined up on the person and work on Jesus, on who he is, what he did and what he taught. That is the only foundation for the church of God. If the church is built on any other foundation it will not last. That is why the teaching about Jesus from the Bible is so important and why we emphasise it so much.

c. There are two responses to Jesus as the living Stone, the Cornerstone. 

i. Believers respond by coming to Jesus. Peter describes them in verse 4. 

These are the people who come to him in repentance and faith and who then continue to come to him in prayer and worship. They trust in him and will never be put to shame; they will never be disappointed. (v6) 
The first part of verse 7 is difficult to translate. The ESV captures the sense well when it reads; “So the honour is for you who believe.” These believers in the first century were being mocked and persecuted but the Lord honoured them for their faith and perseverance. 

The only way to belong to the church of the Lord Jesus is to trust in him. The simple single condition of being a member of the body of Christ is to believe. 
The catechism expresses this biblical requirement clearly when it defines the church as “a community chosen for eternal life and united in true faith.” (Q54)
When a person joins the church as a professing member he says; “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God sent to redeem the world... I believe that the Bible is the Word of God revealing Christ and his redemption.” This is the condition of membership. This profession marks the point of entry to being a living member of the church of Christ. 

Do you want to join the church as a living member? Then you must come to Jesus with repentance and faith. 

ii. But there are also those who do not believe. Peter describes them with two other quotes from the Old Testament. 
 
Verse 7 describes how unbelievers reject this stone. The picture is of builders examining a stone and putting it aside as unsuitable. The religious leaders in Jesus day examined Jesus and his teaching and rejected him (Matt 21:42). Many people today do the same. 

When people reject Jesus he is (verse 8) “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” (Is 8:14) He is like a rock tossed out onto the path that travellers trip over and knock against. 

Verse 8b: “They stumble because they disobey the message.” 
“They disobey the message”, means they reject God’s word in the Bible; they refuse to believe and so rebel against God.
As a result they “stumble”; they fall and miss the right path; they take offence at Jesus and reject him. 

Peter then wrote; “which is also what they were destined for.” (v8b)
This is the mystery of God’s sovereignty in salvation. In his mercy God has chosen or elected some to be saved, and in his justice he has passed others by and not elected them. This is clearly taught in the Bible.
But the Bible also teaches that every person in the world is responsible for his own sin; each one is called to believe in God as the Creator and to turn to the Lord Jesus in faith. 
We don’t know whom God has chosen, but we do know what we are supposed to do; that is, to repent of sin and to believe in the Lord Jesus. If you do this you will be saved.  Christ and you will be saved.” 

Be sure that you do not reject Jesus. 
Rather go to him as the living Stone.
If you do that you will be built into the church as a living stone.
You will be built on Jesus who is “a chosen and precious cornerstone” (v4). God the Father chose him to be the foundation of the church. Our Lord Jesus is precious. He is honoured and highly esteemed as our Saviour, Redeemer and King! 

Some will not accept Jesus; they will reject him. But “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” (v7b) He was rejected by men but he has been accepted by God the Father who has highly exalted him and given him a name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow. 

One day every person in the world will acknowledge that Jesus is Lord.
Some will do that reluctantly and with fear because in this life they refused to bow down to him. 
Others will worship him with joy because they came to him as the Living Stone and built their lives on Christ, the solid rock.

What is your response to Jesus?
And what is your relationship with his church?
Are you built on the firm foundation of the Lord Jesus? 
Are you a living stone in the building of the church? 
Can you say;
“On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.”

Amen 


